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Editor’s Letter

Dear readers,

Autumn has arrived and the trees are starting to put on new

clothes decorated with brilliant fall color.

I hope you enjoyed the Chuseok holiday with your family
members and loved ones you haven’t met during the
pandemic and made a wish upon the full moon according

to our tradition.

With the beginning of a new season, Korea Immigration

Service has a plenty of great news to share with you.

In honor of the 77th anniversary of the National Liberation
Day, a ceremony was held on August 11 in which the
descendants of patriots who fought for Korean independence
were granted South Korean citizenship. It was a way to
remember the sacrifice and dedication invested by patriots
who fought for independence overseas and to celebrate the

moment when their descendants become Korean citizens.

Starting from September 1, Korea Electronic Travel
Authorization(K-ETA) system has been expanded to apply
to Jeju Island, paving the way for a safer way of managing

our borders.

On August 8, an internship visa program for prospected
interns was newly introduced for those wishing to work in
high—tech sectors. Also on October 4, a pilot project for
issuing region—specific visas was implemented to support
overseas talents, who wish to settle in areas experiencing

population decline in the country.

We will continuously be committed to designing
immigration policies that are widely accepted by the
Korean public through developing better policies for foreign
residents that are beneficial for the nation. These policies
include measures to respond to population decline faced by

regional communities and policies to support tourism.

Lastly, as season changes, [ wish you to stay healthy and

strong.

Thank you.

Commissioner ]aeyoo

Korea Immigration Service
Ministry of Justice Lee
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Let's learn more about a project
to issue a region-specific visa

To address the issues of an ageing population while promoting balanced growth across
regions, national governmental bodies and local governments have joined forces to attract
foreign national residents to regions that have seen significant decline in its population and
to assist such foreign nationals in settling well into Korean society.

( A multi_ . . Selection of local QUVBITIITIBITES to narticipate inthe D“Ut DrUjBCt Granting
g et Mh"dg'{irgeof of special status of stay in a particular region to foreign talent, foreign
approach nationality Koreans and their family members for their settiementt in Korea

to design Local Identification of the number of talents needed in each region; Operation
g

apolicy O\ (=1 11111:116 of programs to help foreign nationals settle into Korean communities
for balanced

regional —
degvelopme nt Mimst,g Uf JUSﬁce % Collaboration —— % Ministry of the Interior and

Safety - Local governments
\—W/

+ settlement of
foreign nationals,

Families of foreign nationality Koreans tallored to each

region
Policies that encourage settling
into regions in units of families

- Priority shall be given to outstanding talents in the region, as well as families of foreign nationality Koreans.

Foreign nationals that meet the conditions for the pilot project shall be issued in advance a Resident (F-2),
Overseas Korean (F-4) visa on the conditions that the individual reside and work in the region for a certain period. If the terms and
conditions that had been presented are violated, the visa shall be annulled.

www. hikorea.go.kr

Details Number of individuals selected

Foreign nationals recommended by the head of the local government taking part in the
pilot project shall be given an opportunity to change their status to a resident visa (F-2)
and take part in programs that help with settling into Korea.

Overseas Koreans |  Ethnic Koreans with foreign nationalities and their direct family (i.e., spouse or children)
and their Family residing in areas that have seen significant demographic decline and that have been
Members in selected to participate in the pilot project shall be granted a special status of stay and an
Regions opportunity to take part in programs that help with settling into Korea.

Foreign Talent in

Visa quota to be set at
Regions

around 500 individuals

To be determined after taking
into account the needs of each
local government
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A new visa will be issued
to prospected interns eager to work
in high-tech sectors

as part of the government’s bid to strengthen
corporate competitiveness

The background of introducing a visa program for prospected interns to work in high-tech sectors

The Ministry of Justice has established a new visa program to attract foreign national interns currently studying in fields relevant to
high-tech industries* sector, who meet certain criteria, including enroliment at selected universities overseas.

Over the years, with the improved international status of Korea, many foreign national students wished to work as an intern in
Korea before graduation. There has also been matching demand from IT corporations for such interns. But a lack of appropriate visa
programs to accommodate such demand made it a challenge to lure foreign talent as interns. The existing law allowed internships
in Korea to foreign nationals who have already acquired a degree, and only internships related to their academic activities to
foreign national students registered with universities in Korea. But opportunities had been blocked to students who were currently
registered with universities abroad who wished to work as an intern at a Korean company.

* Definition of ‘high-tech industries’ : High-tech industries under Article 5 of the Industry Development Act are industries associated with semiconductors, IT,
technology management, nano-technology, digital electronics, biotechnology, transport, machinery, new materials, environmental technology and energy.

|
b 7 7 i

Anticipated benefits Eligibility

The new visa program for interns working in high-
tech industries is expected to offer promising talents an
opportunity to live and work in Korea, which can help
attract.them first ahead Of, competing ;orporatlons or Private research institute (ie, department
countries. Moreover, the visa program is expected to Inviting corporation|  dedicated to R&D)

serve as a helpful intermediary in the case that the Korean stitttion ® Corporations designated as ‘high-
corporation forays into international markets. tech companies’

If the foreign national who entered Korea with such a visa @ Venture corporations

wishes to seek full-time employment or start his/her own
business in Korea, he/she shall be given preference in the
visa application review. This will also help with attracting
foreign students to Korean universities, as well as help small
and medium-sized venture corporations in attracting talent.
However, to protect the job market of Korean nationals,
only up to 20% of available posts in internships shall be

(D Korean companies listed on the
stock exchange, with high-tech
R&D facilities

@ Corporations with an affiliate

National | Specific research institutions, science
or public | and technology research institutions
research | in which the government has made
institution | an investment

+ Students who are currently enrolled at selected
universities* overseas, who are majoring in high-tech
sectors

+ Recent graduates (of up to three years since

Foreign ;
offered to foreign nationals in high-tech industries. As for natiorgial graduation)

*Selected universities are defined as institutions included
as Top 200 universities in the Times Higher Education
World University Rankings or Top 500 QS World
University Rankings. This applies to main campuses only.

venture companies that have difficulty in filling all their
posts with Korean nationals shall be given a waiver of three
years during which the restrictive quota shall not apply, in a
bid to promote their growth.

3% For detalils, please visit the official website (www.hikorea.go.kr)
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