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Editor’s Letter

Dear readers,

Summer is here — a season of beautiful landscape filled
with lush vegetation. I strongly recommend you to enjoy
this wonderful season and give yourself a break by paying a
visit to a nearby beach.

Korea Immigration Service also has a plenty of great news
and stories to share with you as we issue this summer issue.

The professional visa scheme was improved as of 19 April
to address labour shortages of the shipbuilding industry,
which is seeing a boom in recent days. This will contribute
to injecting greater vitality into the local economy.

On Together Day, which falls on 20 May, Korean nationals
and foreign nationals living in Korea had an opportunity

to engage with each other. Participants had an opportunity
to deepen mutual understanding and develop empathy

for each other. This will serve as a foundation of creating
an environment of embracing openness and diversity and

upholding common values.

Additionally, air travel, which was mostly suspended due
to the COVID pandemic, is returning back to normal.

As of 1 June, we collaborated with local governments
and introduced a visa—free entry programme for four
Asian countries to attract more tourists as a way to boost
domestic demand and local economies. We also resumed
issuing C—3 short—term visiting visas and e—visas, which
have been suspended from being issued since 2020.

Meanwhile, this year marks the 10th anniversary of the
introducing of the Refugee Act — the first of its kind in
Asia. Observing this significant day, Korea Immigration
Service had an opportunity to look back on how our
refugee schemes and programmes have progressed so far
and strengthen our commitment to fulfil our responsibilities
as a member of the international community by seeking
more advanced and balanced refugee policies.

Korea Immigration Service will remain committed to
creating a society where people from all walks of life
understand and respect each other and coexist in harmony.
[ wish you a joyful summer that is filled with good energy.

Commissioner ]aeyoo

Korea Immigration Service
Ministry of Justice Lee
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Resumed issuance of
short-term visiting visas (C-3)

? ?

Resumed issuance of short-term visiting
visas (C-3) and e-visas

OnJune 1, 2022, the Ministry of Justice resumes issuance of short-term
visiting visas (C-3) and e-visas for foreign tourists that was temporarily
suspended on April 13, 2020 to stop the spread of COVID-19. More
specifically, issuance of short-term visas (C-3) and online issuance of
e-vias for foreigners from Level T* countries will be resumed.
Short-term visiting visas (C-3) that used to be issued only to visitors with
special purpose will now be issued to visitors with all purposes including
group and individual tourism, visiting relatives and commercial activities,
and e-visas will also be issued to foreign talents, overseas patients,
and group tourists. The Ministry of Justice expects that resuming the
visa issuance will greatly contribute to reviving domestic demand and
industries, creating domestic jobs, and attracting foreign talents.

* Countries are classified into Level 1 (require normal caution) and Level 2 (require

increased caution) countries based on their level of disease prevention risks.

7 ?

| |
(Those eligible for these Visas>

A Professional workers and their family members

* Professor (E-1), Researcher (E-3), Technical Instructor (E-
4), Professional (E-5), persons who received a reference
for employment by KOTRA in advanced science and
technology or material/component/equipment industry
(Foreign National of Special Ability, E-7)

A Overseas patients and their family members or
caretakers (C-3-3, G-1-10)

A Those who wish to enter the country frequently for
commercial purposes (C-3-4)

A Group tourists whose visas are applied by an overseas
travel agency designated by the head of the diplomatic
mission (and approved by the Minister of Justice) (C-3-2)

A Persons who are admitted to masters/doctoral courses in
universities certified as high-quality schools in the International
Education Quality Assurance System (D-2-3, D-2-4)

A Overseas scientists who are invited to government-
funded research institutes and a certified schools in
science and technology sector (C-4-5)
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What are short-term
visiting visas (C-3)
and e-visas?

Short-term visiting visas: Visas issued
to those who wish to visit the country
for 90 days or less for the purpose of
commercial activities such as market
research and consultations, tourism,
medical care, visiting relatives,
attending meetings, etc.
F

E-visas: Visas that can be
applied and issued online in
a timely fashion to foreign
talents and group tourists, etc.

7 7

( Visa issuance process )

Application for an e-visa

Aneligble | A company inviting ‘/Izpplica\u/t.ionpsuggri(tted via
person applies | the visitor applies fora SRRV R U,

AN 0.kr) - Submit application
forane-visa ; visaonhisfher behalf %formation and gapy fees

Examination of submitted documents and of requirements

« Personnel in charge of visa application at an immigration office - Check
submitted documents and information on the company applying for
invitation and the visitor (request for supplementary documents if needed)

Determination of approval/non-approval

« E-visa Center - Determine approval/non-approval based on the screening resuft

Notification of issuance

« Notify the screening result to the applicant

Printing a Visa Grant Notice and entry
The applicant (or his/her deputy) prints out a Visa Grant Notice and enters the country.

3 Step No. 2 is omitted when issuing e-visas to group tourists.
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Expanded Visa Eligibility for Foreign Children Having
Formal Education in Korea: How It Works

bornin Korea “have
3 lived in
€) |enteredKorea for at °| ending an Elementary,
: least six elementary, middle or high
before the age of sx middle or an
‘ years high school school students:
: in Korea D-4 visa
have lived in have fafduuted High schoo]
Reienen entered Korea Iéoreg frot%.a high gra_diuqtes-
atthe age of |+ Ig;sat school in Korea G-1visa
e six or older seven
years

Effective from February 1, 2022 to March 31, 2025

For more information, please call the Immigration Contact Center
(1345 without area code)

O Ministry of Justice




HOH XO0I2.0| 20| X XH (=]
HT T =2d7 2|='i|_| o —IET
KOREA IMMIGRATION SERVICE, MINISTRY OF JUSTICE





