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Editor’s Letter
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Dear
readers,

The season carrying colder winds has arrived. The first snow
reminds us that the time has arrived for us to say farewell to this
year. | hope you have achieved your New Year’s resolutions by
now. You now deserve to close the year strong with achievement
and enjoy your holidays with your loved ones. Korea Immigration
Service has worked ceaselessly, throughout this year, to secure

a country, where all members of our society harmonise with
shared values that are cherished by Korean nationals. This year
has seen a successful implementation the K-ETA (Electronic
Travel Authorisation) system, which now serves as a foundation
to filter and block high-risk individuals and those contracted a
contagious disease. The K-ETA system also allowed us to sync
information with relevant agencies to be prepared for potential
terrorist attacks and imported outbreaks of infectious diseases.
It also fundamentally blocked the possibility of burner phones
pre-owned by foreigners being abused. We also engaged in
activities to safeguard our communities and foreigners from
Covid. Leaflets were made in multiple languages to encourage
receiving free testing and promote vaccination programmes.

We also did not spare effort to introduce measures to attract
more seasonal workers, which is a source of alleviating labour
shortages experienced by rural communities. Korea Immigration
Service will strive to promote immigration policies that earn
support from both Korean nationals and foreigners alike for the
remainder of 2021. We will continue our efforts in the upcoming
New Year to advance our society of coexistence and harmony
by listening to the voices of our nationals and foreigners, which
serve as indispensable tools in achieving this goal. | would like to
extend my gratitude for your support and kind interest towards
our organization throughout the year and sincerely wish every
single day of the upcoming year 2022 will be filled with joy and

excitement.

Commissioner of Korea Immigration Service,
Ministry of Justice

Lee, Jae-yoo
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Special Report

Afghan special contributors embrace
Korea as their adopted home

Afghan special contributors are adapting to their new home since their arrival in August.

Multiple government agencies, including the Ministry of Justice, are supporting their settlement

with a wide array or policies and programmes. They have now relocated to Yeosu, Jeollanamdo

Province from Jincheon, Chungcheongbukdo Province. They will complete social assimilation

education and start a new life in Korea from February next year.

Operation “Miracle” served as a bridge to Korea
Countless Afghans fled their country after it came under
the hands of the Taliban in search for a safe environment.
Korea was one of few countries that actively led an
operation to support Afghans wishing to leave. This
resulted in the evacuation of Afghan collaborators
and their family members (a.k.a. “Operation Miracle”),
who worked for Korean organisations, including the
Korean embassy, KOICA and Bagram Korean Hospital.
Park, Beom-gye, the Minister of Justice, mentioned,
“In order to fulfill our responsibiliy in par with other
advanced nations, the Ministry decided to allow special
entry of our Afghan friends for their contribution to our
government’s activities.” This was the prime reason
they were labelleld as “special contributors”, instead of
refugees.

The Ministry of Justice did not spare efforts even for
Afghan nationals already residing in the country by
taking humanitarian actions. They are specially allowed
to stay in Korea until the situation in Afghanistan

stabilises without fear of their visa expiring soon.

Special contributors' new life started in Jincheon
Afghan special contributors began their new lives in
Korea at the National Human Resources Development
Institute in Jincheon, Chungcheongbuk-do Province,
a temporary living facility, after undergoing PCR tests
shortly after entering the country as part of COVID-19
safety measures. With the support and care provided
by relevant government officials, 391 Afghan special
contributors quickly adapted to life in Korea. In order
to ensure their good health, a total of 10 medical
professionals, including doctors and nurses from the
Corretional Service and the military stayed in the facility
around the clock.

Afghan special contributors enjoyed outdoor activities
and hiked around the facility premise to relieve
tension and anxiety. Children spent time riding toy
cars or enjoying sports activities such as soccer and
taekwondo.

Afghan special contributors expressed their gratitude
to South Korea through "Press Day Event," a window

of communication with the Korean people. A special
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contributor stated, "I have worked with people from
many countries, but no country has given me this much
love. | was so anxious back in Afghanistan, but now | am
grateful to be able to stay safe here." Another special
contributor, said, "l am grateful to the Korean people for
embracing me to stay with my family. | wish to continue
my live here with my children."

Government Joint Support Group for Afghan
Special Contributors was launched to provide
support for settlement and social adaptation

The Ministry of Justice and other ministries offered
various social settlement programs to help Afghan special
contributors quickly assimilate into the Korean society.
The Ministry of Justice provided essential health
checkups and offered Korea Immigration and
Integration Program (KIIP), allowing them to adapt to
Korean life in a timely manner. The Ministry of Education
provided school-age children with introductory
language courses, psychotherapy, and special classes
activities, including art classes.

The Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism supports
online language education, Taekwondo training, and
sports activities in family groups. In addition, the
Korea Communications Commission offered special
contributors to have access to "Mobile Media Station"
- a bus equipped with media production equipment -
to provide tailored media education and experience by
age group and family type.

Going further, a Prime Minister's Directive was enacted
and implemented on November 1st to establish
“Government Joint Support Group for Afghan Special

Contributors”, with earning wide support from the
general public.

Government Joint Support Group for Afghan Special
Contributors will provide social adaptation programs
on the Korean society, our legal system and practical
guides for everyday lives, along with settlement support,
including school enrolment, academic background
recognition, employment, and medical care - in a more
systematic manner.

The touch of warmth from all walks of life
Generous contributions flooded in from all over the
country to express our warmth in heart. Religiouis
organisations and broadcasting stations and other
organisations, institutions and the genereal public, lined
up to donate. ltems donated included daily necessities,
household goods, hygiene products, clothing, blankets,
food, toys, books, and stationery for children.

As more-than-expected donations and donation
inquiries poured in, the Ministry of Justice signed a MOU
with the Korean Red Cross to ensure quick deliveries of
donated items.

In October, Afghan special contributors were relocated
to the Korea Coast Guard Academy in Yeosu, Jeollanam-
do Province. They will receive social assimilation
education until February next year. Afghan special
contributors initially entered Korea as short-term visitors
with a C-3 visa, Shortly after their arrival they had
their visa switched to a F-1 (Visiting & Joining Family)
visa, which has restrictions on employment attached.
Once they complete four months of social assimilation
education, they will be granted a F-2 (Long-term
Residency) visa in line with the revised Enforcement
Decree of the Immigration Act, which allows
employment and relocation to a place they desire.
Afghan special contributors will soon embark on a
journey toward a new life in South Korea. We hope the
very best of their success at this adopted home and

fulfull their dreams.
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lllegal residents who are/will be fully
vaccinated in Korea by 31 December 2021
can enjoy fine exemption and
a suspension of entry restrictions
if they voluntarily leave Korea.

- Exception applies to offenders of criminal law and Covid restrictions. -

% The rest of voluntary departures should be applied in accordance
with the rule corresponding to Preliminary Declaration of Voluntary Departure.

This scheme will be temporarily effective from
12 October 2021 until the date of further notice.
Please reach the Immigration Contact
Centre by calling 1345.
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